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known in the more easterly Peninsula, appears, though seldom,
and stunted in growth, along with some other trees common on
the coast fiom Cutch to Bombay ; I will give their catalogue in
a following chapter. Indigo is here cultivated,, though not
sufficiently for the demands of commerce; cotton is much more
widely grown than in Yemfunah; rice-fields abound, and the
sugar-cane is often planted, though not, I believe, for the
extraction of the sugar; the peasants of Hasa sell the reed by
ictail bundles in the market-place, and the purchasers take
it home to gnaw at leisure in their houses. Corn, maize,
millet, vetches of every kind, radishes, onions, garlic, beans, in
short, almost all legumina and cerealia, barley excepted (at
least I neither saw nor heard of any), cover the plain, and
under a better administration might be multiplied tenfold.
But a heavy land-tax and arbitiary contributions have deeply
discouraged the agriculturist no less than the merchant. T
have myself repeatedly seen large tracts of ground, over which
a few blows of the spade or shovel would have conducted a
copious irrigation, but now left dry and infertile. * On my
enquiry why no one undertook a very slight labour in prospect
of an abundant recompense, I heard for answer, " What would
it profit us? All would go to the strong-box of Fe}\sul;" or,
" Better to leave the land to the God who made it, than to till
it for those dogs the Wahhabees,"

However, if the ploughman has reason to cry, the merchant
may howl; for he is by far the greater sufferer of the two.
For centuries Hasa had carried on a flourishing commerce with
'Oman, Persia, and India on the right, and with Basrah and
Bagdad on the left, nay even with Damascus itself, in spite of
political hostility and local distance. For the cloaks of Hasa
manufacture, and the embroidery which adorns them, are alike
unrivalled ; such delicacy of work, such elegance of pattern, are
unknown save in Cachemire alone. The wool employed is of
exquisite fineness, and, when skilfully interwoven with silk,
forms a tissue alike strong to wear and beautiful to the eye;
while its borderings of gold and silver thread, tastefully inter-
mixed with the gayest colours, may be envied, but never
equalled, by Syria and Persia. In the workmanship of the
precious metals, in the adornment of a sword-hilt or a powder-